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ICNAFthis yeur met o.t i ts heo.dquarters in Ho.lifo.x, Nova Scotia, under thc
chainno.nship of Mr. sunrio.na, fo110wing the douth of tho lute Cho.irr..n.n, Mr. G. Clo.rk,
und tho resignation of ltt. Dinosen us Vice-Chalrroan. The Pleno.ry oectings (June 3-7)
wore preceded by meetings of the Co~~ttee on Research and Statistics and various of its
sub-conh~ttees und workingparties.

Following the resigmtion of Dr~ Erik Poulsen, ~~. Lew Duy of Co.mda had been
appointed Executivo Socroto.ry fot tho ensuing yeo.ro.nd his appointment was duly
confimed o.t tho nnnu0.1 ,meeting. NoHce wcis given o.t tho meeting that Do.lhousie
University would not for much longer be able to offer hospita1ity to tho Con~ssion o.!rl
it is expected that when itncxt ooots the heo.dquo.rters will havo been transferred to
nffi~ accoIT~odution in tho Bedford Instituto of Oceanogro.phy, across tho bay fron lhlifax.

Meetin~ of tho Resea~ch and ßtatistics qon~ttee

Tho oeotings of the ~~in oomnittcc wete precedod by oeotings of the
Assessments Sub~Committöo; ~hich provided a supplementary report to its main repyrt of
1961 which has now been publishod. Although no n~~ long-term assessments have been
poosiblo, other than those rolating to redfish o.nd silvor hako mentioned below, progr~ss

rAS been mo.do in severo.l directions, and in particular 0. review has been ITAde of rocent
trends in the ICNAF fishories which \'Jill henceforth bo maintained as 0. "control chart"
for consultation. Rocent examination of the long series of catch und offort dato. for
the cod und ho.ddock fishcries of subaroa 5 lcd to thc conclusion that thc present level
of offort on cod is probably higher than that which would give the maximum sustained
catch with 0. 4~" mcsh, while for haddock tho pros ent levels of effort appear to bo near
thos efor the sustainable mo.ximu.':l. yield. Revised mesh ass essments have bcen mado for
rodfish in subarea 3 (divisior.s N, 0 and p) by t" intorvals of mosh chango fror.J. 3t to 4"
o.nd ! inch intervals to 6". Long-term mesh o.ssessmonts have also been made for silver
hake in Guba.rea 5.

Principal items discusGed ut thc noeting of tho Environ~ental Sub-Ccmnittee
were the Environmental Survey o.nd tho Symposiu.~. At the time of the meoting, the first
stage of thc Survey had bcen carried through successfully in April and 1~y, while thc
socond sta.ge ~us in progress and urrangCQents already made for the third stage in July.
Recommendations were adopted on ihe wo.y in 1'Jhich the rosults of tho Survoy shauld be
workod up and preparod for publication, and it is hoped that ureport on tho main
results will bo o.vailo.blo at the 1965 meeting, with 0. vim1 to publication during the
ycar 1965-66. It is hoped that a meeting to plan further details will be held during
the course of the ICES meeting. .

"bile many detailn for the Enviror~entul SymPQsiu.~, to bo held in Rane ncxt
Janua.ry, romain to bo settled, it is nOVJ expectod that between 60 and 100 papern vlill
be provided by warkers on both sidos of the Atlantic o.nd some others from elsowhere.
In view af the rupidly developing intorest in the oceanic herring of tho ICNAF areo.,
0. section has been added on "ICNAF Herring and the Environ~entll (Convener, Mr. B.E.Skud
of the U.S.). Great inportance has been placed by thc Con~ssion on 0.11 contributors
being onabled to attend, so an to partake in discussions and planning which are thc
essontiul objoctive of the Symposium. It is hopod to publish the results during the
financial year 1964-65.

The results of tho 1961 ICNAF Ta.~~in~ Synposium ware thon ncarly ready for
publico.tion, and it wus noted thut the pastcard system of reporting tag releases in now
con~on to the wholo lfurth Atlantic. Steps are being taken to improvo the arrnnge.nent
for rotrieving tags frar.J. the different countries fis hing in tho o.rea.

The Statistics Sub-CoTnittee, while concerned with many details as usual, was
specially concerned with the joint roporting of stntistics with lCES und FAG. In
particulur, it wus agroed that sone revision of the grouping of spocies would be
desirable, sinilo.r to that proposod by tho Continuous WorkinR Party, and all tho
European countrien indicnted thoir des ire to use tho joint reporting form, S~1NA lW.
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While this presents same problems for Canada, arrange::l.ants ho.vc bean made so that
countries wishing to usa tha joint reporting syste::l. r.lLl.y do so, whilo Cano.do. und
the U.S. will continuo \'Iith tho existing IClJAF system for thc yeo.r 1963, whilo
further study can be given to this problen. It i'iUS further recor.unanded tmt, while
tho Continuous Working Purty should reoain in enstance, o.nd have its conposition
increased to include one member of euch of the Secretario.ts of ICNAF and ICES 1 und
thc Chuirmen of their Stutistical Co~~ittoos, it Was no longer necessa~y for
representatives of the "guinea pig" countries to continue their purticipution; tho
views of lCES and FAO ure being sought on this recOr.u:londntion.

In thc Gear und Selectivity SUb-Co~T~ttee furthor ovidonce was provided
on the moshing of redfish o.nd this l togother with infornation to bo gained in
19631 'will be worked up for tho next o.nnual meeting. Areport wus presented
uno.lysing the differences bD~voen tho solectivities of naturul o.nd synthotic
~vines, fron experiments made in the ICIßF urea, o.nd this showed tho.t tho results
are broudly compo.rublo with thoso obtained in the lCES o.reo..

A successful Agoing Techniquo Workshop Wo.s held in Bergen in UovC::l.ber
1962, where 0. nU::l.ber of o.ge-reo.ding proble~ were resolved o.nd new techniquos
dem.onstruted, so that plans could be made for improved co-ordinati. on betVieen ugo
readers.

lt is hoped tho.t the first n~~bor of the new ICNAF Research Bulletin
will bo in press o.t the time of the next meeting of the Comnission, to be
published shortly thcroo.ftor.

In addition to the recent inclusion of research on thc herring fisheries
o.nd stocks of thc ICl~F urea within thc nornal scope of the con~ttoo!s ~eotings,

o.rrungmonts ho.vo noiV been I:'J1dc to receivo und discuss contributions concerning
the lurger pelugic fish.

Mr. R. J. H. Beverton 'was re-electod Chuirnan for the cooing yco.r o.nd the
following were clectod Chuiroen of their rospective sub-co~~ttces:

Assessm.ents

Environm.ento.l Studies

Stutistics

Geur o.nd Selectivity

Ageing Techniques

Sum.pling

- Dr. L. M. Dickio

- Dr. C. E. Luco.s

- lir. R. Honne::l.uth

- Dr. W. F. Tcop1eoo.n (subjcct to confirmution)

- Dr. B. Rasm.ussen

- Ur. B. B. Parrish

Othcr Mutters

Am.ong othor proceedings of interost to lCES worc the following:-

(0.) As tho Conm.ission hud becn o.dvisod by the Rosearch and Stutistics
Con~ttce tho.t both the proscnt ICNAF topsido chafor o.nd the flo.p-typo of chufer,
properly fitted, provided no obstruction to cod-ond meshes, the Com.mission has now
rec~~ended to Governmonts thut flo.p-typo chafers bo permitted o.long with tho
prosont ICI~ chufer. Relevant m.odifico.tions of the Convention Were rocon~endod

o.t thc sum.o time which should considerably sinplify the regulations in thin
respect. Another fonn of topside chufor, o.s used by Russio.n trawlers, which it is
clo.imed does not uffect selectivity, '"iill bo considered at the noxt annual
meeting, whon full details ure uvo.ilo.blo nith further inform.o.tion about its offects
on seloctivity.

(b) The Co~~ission Was fo.ced with 0. quito unanticipo.ted proble~ when
Co.no.da roported that enforcem.ent of the IClrAF regulutions ho.n become inpossiblo
becuuse their Courts will not accopt evidenco basod on 0. spring-Iouded guuge.
Cano.do., therofore, wishod to introduce in their no.tio~Al system o.nd into the
Convention the use of 0. gauge corresponding with tho simple flo.t gauge of the
POrr.lLl.nont Con~ssion. This proponal nocessurily Iod to considomble discussion l

arid it was feIt impossible to resolve ir.lr.lodiately on such.o. lo.rge chango, but
0. suggosted o.m.ond~ent to the regulations was dro.fted which, if ucceptuble ufter
considerution, iVould pennit the uso of such 0. guuge. It is of interest that
un interira determ.ination of nesh equivo.lenco with such 0. gaUßo suggests thut it
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might not only pennit 0. uniform meo.suring system over the who1e North At1antic,
but might lead to ICNAF mesh regulo.tions o.t first corresponding with those at
present enforced by the Permanent Commission for northern waters, o.nd subse­
quently to those which are due to be enforced by the Permanent Commission as
from June 1964.

(0) The Commission has now reoommended to Governments a change in the
Convention broo.d1y oorresponding with para. 3 of Article XIII of the North­
eo.stern At1o.ntio Convention, permitting reoommendntions to be made for mtiono.1
o.nd internatiom1 meo.sures of contraIon the high seo.s, as and when desired.

(d) Fo11owing an invitation trom Germany, it Was decided to hold the
next annual meeting in Hamburg, commenoing on June ~1_1~64, with the previous
week set apart for Re~-Stut:L-S'"ti-ös-"Öoliimitt6emeetings and 0. do.y or
two prior to that tor ad~ working parties to meet.

(e) 1~. Su-~nä (Norway) Was elected Chairman for 1963-1965 o.nd
1~. Briggs (U.S.) Vioe-Chairman.
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, · , , ." ~ l' Ho.l' f N~' s· .LILtICNAF stest ro~ cette armee 0. san quart~o~ gonera 0. ~ n~j ovn CO~1U, sous
10. prcsidonco de M. sun.nn.naii. In suite du doces du datniot' Prooidont, M, O. Clurk ot do
In d8~ssion de M. Di~oson de san poste do vice-pr6sidont; Los r6unions ploni~r.os
(3-7 juin) o~t eta prcccd~eo deo reunions du Co~itt des Recherchen et Stntistiques ot da
plusieur3 sous-comites otgroupes de travaii~ .

A In suito da In d~mission dU n~. Erik Poulson, 11, LouDny (Cnnada) 0. ota no~~a
Socretnite Ex&cut:lf pour it nnnoo su:l.vnnto oi: on. nomination n ~to reguli?Jrcm.ent confiroee
a In reunion nrJluel1e. Ltnttention n et5 nttiro uu cours da 10. reunion sur 10 fnit qua
11Univcrsito de Dnlhousie na seruit plus on mesure dtoffrir Ithospitnlitc a In Coomission,
et on pense que lors de 10. prochn.ine reunion, son quurtier general 0 ern tmnsferä clans
sc;:; nouveuu:: loc:::l.'l.:x a. 11Inotitut Oceanographique, Bedford, de Itautro c3te de In baie
dtIhlifux.

f?eun.~ons du Cemite des Recherches ot StatistiquoE.

L ". d C ·t' . . 1 t 't' , 'd' d" d Sos roun::.on3 u om1 c pr1nc1pa on C 0 procc 000 pnr es roumons u~-

Comi.ta dC8 Evo.lnat::'ons 9.ui 0. fourni un conple::lOnt ii. san rnpport goneml de 1961 qui 0.

main7cm'llt 6te-püblie. Bien qutnucuno evaluation des effots ii. long teros du maillage
n 1uit ota posoiblo, autrc que c,11e concerr~nt 10 sebastc et 10 morlu argente mentionneo
ci-dessous, dos progrcs ont eta ucconplis dans plusieurs diroctious; il 0. ete procede
on particulier a uno etudo des recentos tondances survenues dans les pocherios de
11ICNAF qui sem desomluis consorvo cor::.ne un IItableau de contralo ll a consulter.

Les derniero exn~on des longues sorios de ronseignenents recueillis sur les
c~ptu:'cs c~ lZeffort do peche en ce qui concorne 10. morue et Itcglefin dans 10 secteur 5
ont conduit n 10. conclusion que Itactuel niveau do Iteffort da poche sur In morue est
probable~cnt plus eleve que celui donne par les captures maxima obtonues avec une mnille
da ~f;' ulors ~~o pour l~cglofinJ Itactuol niveau de Iteffort do peche senbIo proche da
celui correspondunt a 10. production ~~xin~ qui puisso etre obtenuo. Da nouvolles
evuluatior~ des mailIes or.t ota faites pour 10 sebasto du sectour 3 (sous-socteurs N, 0
et p) an fnisant passer les intervnlles de t de pouce ontre les mailIes, de 3i a 4 et los
intervalles d:~ pouce a 6. Des evuluations a long to~e dos effots du maillage ont eta
egalo~ont faites pour 10 marlu argente duns 10 secteur 5.

Los principnux points oxamines au cours da In rounion du Sous-Comito du Milieu
Anb~'!?-!1~ ont ote 1 t otudo du milieu o.nbiant et 10 Symposiur:J.. Au ~oment de 10. rounion, le
prQ~ier stado de Itotude uvait deja eta o.ttoint dcpuis avril ot mai, tandis qua le
second studc otait on cours ot qua toutes dispositions otniant prises pour arriver uu
troisicno stado on juillot. Dtnpros les reco~undations qui ont eta ndoptees, les
rc:::ul-:at-:: do 1: ctu.de neront cO:lpilos et prepares on vuo de 10ur publication. On aspcre
pouv·oi.r dinposor du rapport sur les principaux resultats obtenus a In reunion da 1965
on vuo de 10 publior o.U cours do liarmoo 1965-66. On espcro egal~ent etnblir co projst
plus on detail lors dtuno reunion tenuo nu cours de la reunion du CIDJ.

Alors qua, on co qui concerno 10 S~posiun sur le ltilieu Anbiant qui doit so
te:nir a. Rono on ,jo.ll"vior procr~in, de nonbreaux details restont ii. regler. on stattend a
rC'ce7oir entre 60 ct 100 doc1.r.lents des chercheurs des deux cates de ItAtlnntiqua et
dZu~.lleurs. CO::Jpto-tonn do 1:intcrot so.ns coss 0 croissunt qui s to.ttnchs nu hn.rang da
Ifocoan da !o. zone d1npplicution da llICN1\F, uno nouvelle soction 0. ete crees au sein
du "rorong de lZ IC:NAF et Miliou Anbiunt" (membre churgo de In convoco.tion, Mr. B. E. Skud.
Etatn-Unis). La Con~insion a indiquc qu=clle attachait uno grnnde importnnce a co qua
touo coux qui apportont lour contribution puissent y assistor ufin do prendre pnrt nux
discussions ot aux projets qui constituont Itobjectif essential du Symposiu~. On espero
publior los resultats au cours da Itannco fi~~nciaire 1964-65.

Los result~ts du SynDosiu~ du 1hrguo.~a do ItICNAF 1961 etuient alors prasque
prets a etre publies et on 0. not~ qua le systt'::la des cartes posto.los pour rendre conpte
des mises on liberto da poisnons marques ost nainteuant dtun usago courant dans
1 t om e::Lblo do 1 tAtlnntiquo Hord. Des mcsuros sont ctudioos a Itheuro actuelle pour
o.nolioror los dispositions prisos pour rctrouver los mnrques provonant des difforents
puys q~i pcchent d~us cottc zone.
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Lo Sous-Comite des Stntistigues qui co~e a 1 J ordinaire stest preoccupe de
no~breux detni1s, stest pnrticuliSre~ent interesse a 10. question des co~ptes-rendus
stntistiques co:nuns nux aIm et a 1n FAC. En po.rticu1ier on n comrenu qu l i1 semit
souhnitnb1o de proceder a une revision du groupe~ent des esp~ces, nrAlogue a celui
propose pnr le Groupo de Trnvni1 Pe~nent et tous les 'pnys europeens ont fnit pnrt
de 1eur dosir dtutiliser les formulnires camnuns pour 1eurs compte-rendus, STANA lW.
Coeme coci soul~vo un prob1~e pour le Cnnadn, des dispositions ont eta prisos pour
que les pnys desiro.ux d1utiliser 1e syst~e de compte-rendus cottnuns puissent 1e
fnire, tnndis qua 10 Cnnnda et les Etnts-Unis conservnrnient Ilnctuol syst~mo de
ItICllAF pour Itnnneo 1963, un eXOI:len plus complet de co problo~e otnnt poursuivi.
Etnnt donne qua 10 Graupo de Trnwil PermD.nent doit continuer son crlstonco et voir
sn camposition nugmentee paur comprendro un membro de chn.Clm des Socrotnrints da
~tICNAF et du CIEM ninsi qua lmPresidents da 1eurs Comites dos Stntistiques, on n
souligne dnns une roco~ndntion qulil ntetnit plus necessnire pour los ropresentnnts
des pnys dont In presenco est de pure forme do mnintenir 1eur pnrticipntion. On 0.
de:""...n.ndo nu CIEM at a ln FAO de fnire connnitre leurs points de vua a co sujet.

Au Sous-Cooito des En~ins da Peche et de 10. So1ectivite, des tG~oignngos
supplcmentniros ont bt~ fournis sur 1e mnillage du s6bnsta ot ceux-ci ajoutes nux
info~tions qui ooront obtenues on 1963, seront prepnres pour la prochn.ino reunion
annuolle. Un rnpport a ote presente o.nalysnnt les difforoncos constntees ontre ln
so1ectivite des fils natureIs ot synthetiquos a partir des experioncos faitos dans In
zone dtnpplicntion de 1IICNAF. 11 n fnit nppnraitre qua les resultnts sont en gros
compnrnbles a coux obtenus dans In zono d'npplicntion de CIEtl.

Un Ser.unniro sur 103 Technigues da Vieillisso:nent tros roussi stest tonu a
Bergen on novembro 1962 ou on n r~solu de nombreux probl~os sur In determination de
l'nge et fnit des demonstmtions de nouvelles techniques nfin qua des plnns puissent
otre fnit pour .nmeliorer In coordinntion entre los chercheurs.

On esporo quo 10 premier numero du nouvenu Bulletin do Rechorche de 11ICNAF
sorn sous presse nu moment da In proc~ine reunion de In Co~~ssion nfin d'otre
publie pou apros.

Coooo suite a In reoente introduction de 10. recherche sur la peche du hnrong
ot les stocks de In zone dtnp~licntion do l'ICNAF dnns le domnine de competenca
nonnn10 des reunions de Comites, dos dispositions ont mnintennnt eta prises pour
recevoir at disouter los cantributions concernnnt 1es poissons po1ngigues do tni110s
plus grandes.

M. R. J. H. Beverton n eta roelu President pour 1'nnno a vonir. Ont ota
roolus Prosidents do leurs sous-oomitos respectifs, las personnlitcs suivnntes:-

Evnluation dos effats dos maillnges

Etudes sur 10 Milieu Ambinnt

Stntistiques

Engins da Peche et Selactivite

Tochniques du Vieilliss~ent

Echo.ntillonage

Dr. L. M. Diclde

Dr. C. E. Lucns

M. R. Hennemuth

Dr. w. F. Tcmple::mn (sou.':lis a
confirmntion)

Dr. B. Rnsmussan

M. B. B. Pnrrish

Quostions divorseo

Les nutros points pouvant interessor le CIEM sont los suivants:-

n) La. Commission nynnt ota infonne par le Comite des Reoharches et Stntistiques
que l!actuol systemo de protection dos culs do chnlut ot 10 dispositif a tabliers
mobilos, convennbl~ent fixes, n ' 0bstruniont pnr las mnilles do fond de chnlut, n
rec~~ndo nux gouvern~onts dtnutorisor los tnbliers mobiles numano titro que
llactuel dispositif do l'ICNAF. Il 0. eta en mome tomps roconr~ndc dfapporter on
consequonco a In Convention des modificntions qui simplifierniont considernblement 10.
roglemontntion a cet egnrd. Un nutro type de dispositif de protection, co~e en
utilisont los chn1utiars russes, ot gui ost consa ne pns nffector In seloctivite,
soro. examina a 10. procho.ine reunion nnnuel10 qunnd on pourrn disposor do tous les
details ot dos rensoignemonts complemento,1ros sur sos effets, sur In selectivita.
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•
b) 10. Commission n affronte un probl~ma taut a fo.it innttendu quand le Co.mdn

n annonce que lfnpplico.tion de 10. r~glementation etnit dev-anue impossible, ses
tribunnux n'accepto.nt pas da preuves basees sur 10. jauge a ressort. Le Canndo.
souhaiternit en cons equence introduire dans son syst~e nationo.l et dans 1!J? C9,.1ä1\~11.~on
ltemploi d'une jauge correspondo.nt a la jauge plata simple de la Commissio~rCet~e
proposition 0. evid~ent nmens da grundes discussions, et il a po.ru impossible de
trouver une solution immediate tl un si gro.nd changem.ent; toutefois, un projet
d'nmendement de 10. roglementation a eta suggere et celui-ci, stil eto.it o.ccepto.blo
apres emmen, pennettro.it Ifamploi d'une teIle jauge. Il faut signo.ler que, dtapres
10. determino.tion qui 0. eto fo.i te entre tamps, de 1 1 eq,uivo.lence du maillo.ge o.vec uno
teIle jauge, cetto derni~re pourro.it non seulement permettre un systeme de mensurntion
uniforme sur l'ensemble de ItAtlo.ntique Nord mais a.boutirait ades reglomento.tions

. du mo.i1lage do lfICNAF correspondant d'o.bord a cellos qui sont actuellement o.ppliquoes
par In Commission Permnnento dans les oaux du nord et en consequence acelIes qui
doivent etre mises en vigueur po.r 10. Cornmission Permanente a po.rtir de juin 1964.

c) 10. Commission 0. mnintemnt recoIllIllD.nde nux gouvernements une modificntion
de la Convention q,ui correspond on gros o.u parngraphe S'de l'Article XIII da 10.
Convention de 1 'Atlo.ntique du Nord Est, permetto.nt de faire des recommnndntions en
faveur da mesures de controle mtiono.l et interno.tiono.l en hnute mer, en ens de
necessite.

d) A 10. suite de l'invito.tion de l'A1lemngne, il a eta docide qua la prochnine
reunion annuelle numit lieu a Ifu.mbourg, a partir du ler juin 1964, 10. s emaine
precedente etant conso.creo o.ux reunions du Comite des Recherehes et Sto.tistiques et
le ou 1es deux jours dfo.vunt a 10. reunion des groupes da trnvo.il ~ ~.

e) M. Sunnanft (Norvege) 0. eta alu President pour 1963-1965 et M. Briggs (U.S.A.)
Viee-Presidont.


